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By Harry S. Truman 
Copyright, 1963, by Harry 8, Truman 
INDEPENDENCE, MO., Dee neous: he needs to have avail- 
a; ...7 think it-has becomelable to him the most accur’ic 
necessary to take another look/and up-to-the-minute incernia-; 
cof ihe purpose and operations|tion on what is going op 
jot our Central Intelligence; everywhere in the e world, andi 
| Aceney-—CLA. At least, I would iparticularly of the trends a:1€ | 
like to submit here the origi-;devclopments in all tue 
te. reason why I thought it |danger spots -in the contest ‘| 
juceessary to organize this!hbetween East ard Wost. ‘iis 
' Aconey during my Administra-jis an immense task and re: 
‘tion, what I expected it to do quires a special kind of an in- 
innd how it was to operate as telligence facility. 
ian arm of the President. Of course, every President 
| 1 think it is fairly obvious|has available to him all the in 
ibe by and large a Pres- formation fathered by ie 
‘ident’s performance in office|many intelligence arenc.cs 
‘is as effective as the informa- already in existence. ‘The ne 
ion he has and the informa-jpartments of State, Delerse, 
jiton hie gets. That is to say,;|Commorce, Interiar fad 

rat assuming the Presidentjothers are constantly enparsedi 
Lsimself possesses a knowledge |in extensive information gcth- 
‘of aur history, a sensitive un-iering and have done exectlent 
‘derstanding of our institu-|work. : 
‘tions, and an insight into the! But their collective informn- 
Inceds and aspirations of the tion reached the President ss 
too frequently in coniietiaay 
ceneliisions: At times, tbe in- 
‘tediigence reports tended to 
se poet ta conform to esiab- 
lished positions of a fiven 
department. This becomes 
confusing and what's worse, 
lsuch intelligence is of i: Ae 
use to a President in reaching S| 
the right decisions. 

Therefore, I decided to sett 
up a special aaaniealon 
charged wita the collection of 
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all intelligence reporis from]. 


fevery available source, anc to 
have those reports reach mec 
as President without depart- 
mental “ireatment” or inter: 
pretations. 


T wanted and needed the in- | 


formation in its “natural raw” 
state and in. as comprenensive 


a volume as it was practical} 


for me to make full use of it. 
But the most important thing 


about this move was to guard! 
against the chance of intel-! 
ligence being used to in) 


fluence or to Iead the Pres: 
ident into unwise decisions—- 
and I thought it was neces: 
sary that the President co his 
own thinking and evaluating. 


| Since the responsibility for 


ac Ee one making was his —- 
Approve) OF Releasec2004/12/ 45 
for whatever reason at the 


‘information is kept from him 


discretion of any one depart- 
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ees sant facts be R007 005% 
Hinks. There are always those 
who would want to shield a 
President from had news or 
suisjudgments to spare him 
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‘fram being “upset.” 


| itor some time I have been 
is furbed ‘by the way CLA. nas: 
Ibeen diverted from its orisin- 
lal assignraent. It has become 
‘an operational and at times a 
‘“poiey-making arm of the 
cone This has Ied to 
trouble and may have com- 
Spunded our difficulties in 
several explosive arcas. 

I never had any thought 
ithat when IT set up the CIA 
Itbat it would be injected into 
peacetime cloak and dagger 
j cperations. Some of the com- 
plications and embarrassment 
that I think we have experi- 
eneed ace in part attributable 
to the fact that this quiet in- 
telligence arm of the Pres- 
ident has been so removed 
from its intended role that it 
is being interpreted as a 
symbol of sinister and myste- 
rious foreign intrigue—and a 
subject for cold war cnemy 
propaganda. 

With all the nonsense put; 
out hy Communist propaganda | 
about “Yankee imperialism,” | 
“exploitive capitalism,” “war-} 
mongering,” “imonepolists,” in 
their name-calling assualt on 
the West, the last thing we 
needed was for the CIA to be 
seized upon as something akin 
ao a subverting influence in 
the affairs of other peopic. 

[ well knew the first icm- 
[peraey director of the CIA, 
Adm. Souers, and the later 
/pormanent directors of the 
CiA, Gen. Hoyt Vandenberg 
jand) = Allen Dulles. These 
Ivere men of the highest char- 
acter, patriotism and integrity | 
i—and I assume this is true of: 
Jali those who continue in’ 
jcharge. 
| But there are now some 
isearching questions that necd 
to be answered, J, therefore, 
itwould like to see the CTA be 
restored to its original assign- 
ment as the intelligence arm 
Gf the President, and that 
iwhalever else it can properly 
perform in that special field— 
and that its operational dutics 
be terminated or properly 
iuscd elsewhere, . 

We have grown up as & 
nation, respected for our free 
linstitutions and for our ability 
to maintain a free and open 
society. There is something 
about the way the CIA has 
been functioning that is 
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we nec to correct it, 
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